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in four p i t s  of four mortars each. They were removed as obsolete  i n  1942. 

The buildings and s t ruc tu res  mentioned above a r e  found a t  various places 
throughout Old Point Comfort. The landmark s i t e ,  therefore. m e t  necesaar i l  

boundaries a r e  described by the  red l i n e  on the accompanying map A, label led 
"Port Monroe, Rampton, Virginia," and dated Hay 1, 1974. 

-- PA 



I I Today, Fort  
Signif icant  

eagineera; 
Fort  Monroe is the l a rges t  f o r t r e s s  ever b u i l t  i n  A m e r i c a .  Edgar Allen 
Poe and Robert E. Lee served here  a s  young men; Chief Black Havk was 
here  a f t e r  the  Black Hawk War of 1832. The f o r t  was a haven Lor 
s laves  throughout t he  C iv i l  War, and wasa base of operations f o r  
and naval expeditions. Jefferson Davis vas imprisoned here from 

1 1867. I I cas i h e  ~ r i  
point  grhdr 

The army's f i r s t  se rv ice  school fo r  ins t ruc t ion  i n  a r t i l l e r y  was e s  
~~f farc 

a t  Fort  Monroe i n  1824. It remained there  v i t h  temporary c losings unt i  &,. 50, l c 
1946. The development of coast  a r t i l l e r y  and f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  bu i l r1834 .  
country from 1824 t o  1904 i s  represented by the  old Fort Monroe, i l l u s t  -pletd : 
the  older e ra ,  and i ts  detached ba t t e r i e s ,  representing the  newer age a 3. 
dreadnoughts and big guns. a t  Fort  Mol 

d e  hssy, I 
Fort  Monroe was designed by General Simon Barnard, once an  a i d e  t o  Na ~ 1 . d  ele 
I. The purpose of the  f o r t  was t o  afford a protected anchorage f o r  t 1 b i n c h  gu 
United S ta t e s  Fleet  by control l ing the charqei f ron Chesapeake Bay into and t h e  Co 
Hampton Roads. The f o r t  would a l so  c lose the waterway t o  enemy f l e e t s  Andereon/B 
attempting t o  a t t a c k  c i t i e s  of the Hampton Roads area,  such as had 0 ! a t  Fort  % 
during the Revolution and the War of 1812. The b a t t e r i e s  w u l d  a l s o  in four p i  
dominate an approach t o  Washington by way of Chesapeake Bay as t h e  British 
had done i n  1814. For a l l  these reasons Fort Monroe became the  key BOUNDARIES 
of an e n t i r e  chain of f o r t s ,  b u i l t  under Bernard's direction.extending f r  
Maine t o  Louisiana. It was constructed between 1819 and 1847, f o l l  ~h~ ~ i l d i  
t he  general  plan of the  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s  desiqned by Marshall Vauban a t  throughout 
Toul, France. No other f o r t  i n  America vas of comparable s i z e  and h l u d e  a] 
i n  Europe not enclosing a town was la rger .  By 1825, Fort  Monroe's I 

vas the  l a rges t  i n  t he  Un'ted S ta tes ,  with one-third of t h e  a r t i l l e r y  "Fort nDor 
troops and one-tenth of the  e n t i r e  United S ta t e s  Army within its walls. 

I n  1828 Edgar Allen Poe sexved a s  a pr iva te  a t  the  f o r t ;  i n  183l.Robertl. 
Lee arr ived a s  a l ieutenant  of engineers t o  supervise construct ion of a 
moat and shore b a t t e r i e s .  I n  1833, Chief Black Havk of t he  Sac and Fox 
t r i b e s  was taken to  Fort Monroe following the  Black Hawk War of 1832. 

Fort Monroe remained i n  Union hands throughout the C iv i l  War. On May 23, 
1861. General Benjamin F. Butler declared three escaped s laves  *'contrabard . 
of war." An immediate stampede of s laves  engulfed Fort Monroe, which -8 I I 
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I te b e c a e  a W e n  fo r  escaped slaves. I I I E2' 
0. m r c h  9,  1862. hundreds of so ld icrs  and v i s i t o r s  l ined the rampart8 to 
witness the  f i r s t  b a t t l e  of iron-clad vessels,  fought between the  USS Ibaito?' 
and CSS Uerrimack i n  Hampton Roads. 

Throughout the  war. Fort mnroe  served a s  a springboard for  mmny land and nrv.1 
expeditions. The la rges t  and most ambitious was M l a l l a n ' s  Peninsular -pa 
of 1862, which ended a t  the  Bat t le  of Seven Dayq around Richowl. 

On t he  night of February 2, 1865, a s teaaer  f roa  Washington anchored i n  B u p  
Ib.ds. bringing President Lincoln f o r  an  informal peace conference with Con- 
federa te  c a i s s i o n e r s .  The Southerners offered to amacipate  t h e i r  s laves 
ir u c b n g e  f o r  indepmdencs, but were rejected. 

After t h e  Confedera tes ta tes  had surrendered i n  April  1865. the i r  Res ident .  
Jefferson Davis, f led southward. H e  was captured and imprisoned a t  Fort  Ibur 
in one of the  casenates (a chamber i n  the  wall of the  f o r t )  In W.p 1865. Re 
was released tw years l a t e r .  

Fort  Monroe is a lso  s igni f icant  for  the  developsut  of a r t i l l e r y  carr ied on 
here fo r  more than a century. In 1824 the Amy's f i r s t  service school was 
established a t  Port Elonroe fo r  ins t ruc t ion  i n  Ar t i l le ry .  It was d i ses t ab l i s  
i n  1834. re-established i n  1856. and closed once more i n  1860. It van  r e l r p  

. in  1867 aad remained a t  Fort  Monroe u n t i l  1898. It was then temporarily c l o  
I during the  Spanish-American War, but was re-opeoed no the  Coast Ar t i l l e ry  Sc 

I 
i n  1900. It rarained u n t i l  1946, a t  which time it m a  moved t o  Csliforaia.  

I d u s  on fo r t i f i ca t ion ,  types of guns and gun emplacements changed dras t ics l ly  
i n  the  period 1880-1890. These changes were prompted by developments i n  
heavy ordnance, the use of s h e l l s  fo r  guns, t he  perfection of breech-loading 
techniques and the use of more ef fec t ive  propellants. Masoary and brick 
strongholds such a s  Fort  Monroe could not withstand a modern naval knbardnent 

To counter the  advances i n  naval weaponry, a board of experts under Secretary 
of War W i l l i a m  Endicott proposed. i n  1886, the  construction of several tbou 
r s a i v e  ear th  and concrete gun enplacements along Amrica 's  seacoast. These 
asv vorka were to  blend i n  with the  landscape and form a system of mutually 
Alpporting b a t t e r i e s  detached from the  main f p r t i f i u t i o n .  Tbe a ruman t  
couaisted of ,&, LO-, and 12-inch calxbbar guns munted on an ingenius " d i u p  
pearing*' carriage. This carr iage u t i l i zed  the  energy of its o m  rcco i l e  t o  
1- the  gun within the  emplaceamt, where i t  could be loaded under e w e r  for 
the  n u t  round. Another weapon used was the  12-iack mortar. Clustared i n  
y o u p s  of four.within a square, p i t - l ike  emplaccll~emt, t he  howitzers were 
u p a b l e  of a more plunging t ra jec tory  a ~ a i n s t  enemy ships than were the  more 
accurate  coas ta l  guns. 
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1892 and 1906. They were i n  ac tua l  use a s  90 nun. an t i - a i r c r a f t  batteries 
throughout World War 11. Fort  Monroe's remaining b a t t e r i e s  represent w e r y  I I I 
- -- - 
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the Endicott Ba t te r ies  were b u i l t  along the va te r f ron t  of For t  Monroe betveen 
1892 and 1906. They were i n  ac tua l  use a s  90 nun. an t i - a i r c r a f t  batteries 
throughout World War 11. Fort  Monroe's remaining b a t t e r i e s  represent w e r y  
type of coas ta l  a r t i l l e r y  used by t h i s  country during the  l a t e  nineteenth 
century. Together, they v iv id ly  i l l u s t r a t e  the  Coast A r t i l l e r y  e r a  i n  mil i tary 
technological development during the l a t e  nineteenth and ea r ly  twentiety 
centurie8. 




